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Gardens 


By Martha Snell Nicholson 


LL day I have worked in my garden, 
And now in its deep sweet shade 
I am dreaming of earth’s first garden, 
The garden the Lord God made, 


Waking the soil from its slumber, 
Preparing with tender care 

A beautiful bower for man’s dwelling, 
Planting the pleasant trees there. 


What must have been that pair’s wonder, 
What must have been their rapt bliss, 
When they walked with the Lord ina his 

garden, 
In the cool of a day like this ( 


And I think of a time that is coming, 
And a home that is far away, 

A place that our Lord is preparing, 
With tenderest care, for the day 


When we, His beloved, forever 
Are quit of the earth’s clay and sod, 
That day when we too shall behold Him, 
Shall walk in a Garden with Godt 


* 
The Greatest Prophet? 


Men are often concerned as to who 
is the greatest among them. A strange 
exhibit of this unworthy interest was made 
by the disciples of Christ. At the very 
table where he instituted the Supper as a 
memorial of his broken body and shed 
blood there arose “a strife among them, 
which of them should be accounted the 
greatest” (Luke 22:24). The Lord did 
not satisfy their curiosity, but he did say, 
“Whosoever will be chief among you, let 
him be your servant.” We are often told 
that the Lord said that John the Baptist 
was greater than all the prophets that had 
preceded him: A careful reading of our 


Lord’s words show that he did not say 
that. What he said was this: “Among 
them that are born of women there hath 
not risen a greater than John the Baptist” 
(Matt. 11:11). John was as great as, but 
not necessarily greater than, anyone in 
the noble company of prophets. When we 
think of Enoch, and Moses, and Elijah, 
and Isaiah, and all the other Old Testa- 
ment spiritual giants and messengers of 
God, it was a high tribute indeed, from the 
Lord Jesus, that John was the peer of 
them all. And the Lord made another 
statement, that John was not only a prophet 
but “more than a prophet.” He alone had 
the supreme privilege of being the mes- 
senger sent just before the Lord appeared. 
Isaiah had prophesied the coming of the 
Saviour of the world, “wounded for our 
transgressions, . . . bruised for our iniqui- 
ties: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are 
healed” (Isa. 53:5). But only John could 
point to Jesus of Nazareth and say: “Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). Pas- 


tor Saillens, of France, has made a rich 
study of John the Baptist and Elijah, and 
the Trmes will have the privilege of pub- 
lishing this revealing article, beginning next 
week, on “The Two Elijahs.” 


a” 
In Focus 


Why is our testimony as Christians 
sometimes blurred? Revelation, in a recent 
issue, suggests the answer. We all know 
that the camera lens not properly focused 
will blur every picture it takes. So the be- 
liever must be in exactly the right position, 
toward both God and his fellow men, if 
the light of the Gospel is to pass through 
him in such a way that others shall see 
the life of Christ and not a blurred cari- 
cature. And how shall we be in proper 
focus? The answer is given in one word: 
Surrender. The unsurrendered Christian 
cannot truly represent Christ. Have we 
made sure of being in focus by yielding 
ourselves unto God as those that are alive 
from the dead? 


% 


The Bondage of Love 


itinerary among the tribesmen and, 

wearied in every nerve and muscle, he 
sought the healing quiet of his own room. 
But as he opened the door, a little black 
face looked up into his. “And who is 
this?” he asked in surprise. 

“I am Babulengi, and I wish to work 
for you,” came the reply with a wide, 
impudent grin. 

Arthur J. Bowen, Secretary of the South 
Africa General Mission, tells the story of 
what followed. 

“Well, and what sort of work can you 
do?” 

“Oh, I can wash dishes, clean knives, 
make beds—anything,” swaggered the 
child, 

“I think I shall try you out,” decided 
the missionary after eyeing the little bag- 
gage thoughtfully, “but first, you must 
have a covering garment.” 

The youngster submitted with voluble 
satisfaction to the process of being dressed, 
until the missionary pointed to a deep 
scar on his narrow chest. ‘Poor child!” 
he exclaimed pityingly, “wherever did you 
get that?” 

But Babulengi would not tell. 

Weeks passed, and one day some one 
whispered to the missionary that the scar 
was a slave brand. “Oh, you should have 
told me at first,” he said to the boy, “for 


[isin missionary came home from his 


I can set you free. I will go at once to 
your master and buy you.” 

A terrified look came into the child’s 
face, and he shook his woolly head hope- 
lessly. 

“Why not?” insisted the missionary. 
“T’ve bought other boys and set them free; 
surely I can do the same for you.” 

“No,” whispered the youngster mourn- 
fully, “my master is cruel —he never lets 
his slaves go.” 

“Well, we shall pray about it and try.” 

So, gathering together a large packet of 
cloth, beads, wire, and salt, the missionary 
went to visit the savage chief who, the 
boy said, was his master. With lowering 
brow and contemptuous lip the old African 
listened to the would-be redeemer. But 
when the question was finally put, “Will 
you accept this ransom for the boy?” the 
only answer was a sneering “No!” 

Heavy-hearted and ashamed, the mis- 
sionary returned to his home.. “It’s of no 
use,” sobbed Babulengi, when he had been 
told, “I knew it would be that way —-I 
shall be taken again soon and sent over 
the river to cannibals!” 

But the missionary knew better than to 
give up so easily. After weeks of believing 
prayer, he once more gathered together a 
packet of stuff and went to visit the old 
chief. This time, as the savage listened to 
his plea, a change seemed to come over his 
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hard face, and with something almost like 
a smile, the word was given, “I take the 
ransom; the boy is yours.” 

Home went the happy missionary. “Ba- 
bulengi!” he cried, as the youngster ap- 
peared in the doorway, “you’re not a 
slave any longer! You're bought and paid 
for!” 

For a moment the little fellow looked 
dazed. Then, just as the missionary him- 
self had done years before when it dawned 
on him that Another had paid for his re- 


demption, Babulengi began literally to 
dance for joy. “I’m free! I’m free!” he 
shouted. 


But after the first excitement had sub- 
sided, the elfish face sobered somewhat, 
and sidling up to the missionary, “But 


what shall I do now?” he asked. “Where 
shall I go?” 

“Oh, you are free, you can go anywhere 
you like.” 


Still the child looked up wistfully. He 
was not satisfied. “White man,” he whis- 
pered, “you took me in and you never ‘had 
any rest till you bought me and set me 
free. But I don’t want to be free—I want 
to be your boy always.” 

“All right,” assented the missionary, “if 
that is the way you feel, Babulengi, you 
shall stay with me and we will work for 
the Lord Jesus together.” 

A smile of infinite content spread over 
the small black face. He did not caper 
about now, but oh, what joy filled his loyal 
little heart! He was a bondslave of love. 


And so there is once again illustrated 
for us —this time in dark Africa — the in- 
comparably rich truth of Exodus 21: 5, 6: 
“And if the servant shall plainly say, I love 
my master ...I will not go out free: then 
his master shall bring him unto the judges, 
he shall also bring him to the door, or 
unto the door post; and his master shall 
bore his ear through with an aul; and he 
shall serve him for ever.” 

There are two things regarding this 
Hebrew slave that are worthy of note, — 
two conditions, the fulfillment of which 
would lift him into a different status, a 
new and very wonderful relationship with 
the life of the household. 

First, he was to declare that deep-hidden 
affection which had, through the years, 
come to live in his heart. He was to say 
publicly before the judges, “I love my 
master.” And it was no brief emotion, no 
passing hero-worship which would cause 
this testimony — there was too much in- 
volved for that. It was the sort of love 
that, grounded in the will, had grown up 
through the changing surface-soil of feel- 
ing, until like a living tree it had begun 
to nourish, vitalize, and satisfy his whole 
being. 

And what a master he must have been 
to inspire such love! Ordering and insist- 
ing upon obedience? Yes, but knowing also 
the distinction between the just right of 
command and the privilege of gentle con- 
sideration; not countenancing sloth and 
carelessness, but understanding the natu- 
ral infirmities of a blundering physical 
and mental make-up, and failing not once 
to provide for the multiple needs of his 
affectionate vassal. 

The second thing to be done was outside 
the pale of the servant’s responsibility, 
except in his continued yieldedness. He 
was to return home,—one wonders if the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


master did not walk alongside,—then he 
was to stand by the lintel of the door. 

And now comes the difficult part: very 
still, eyes closed, hands clenched, the slave 
braces himself for what is to come. A 
sharp pain in his ear lobe causes him to 
wince. The pain increases —he bites his 
lips to hold back a cry of agony. Is there 
no other way but this? Ah, the master’s 
gentle hand is holding his head against 
the casing —he could never have kept it 
there himself. 

Now it is all over and a cooling cloth 
is being bound around the head, over the 
bloody wound. With a sigh, not of re- 
gret, but that he had not borne the ordeal 
better, the servant stumbles away.: The 
thing is done. He belongs now to his 
master forever. Friends, neighbors, and 
kinfolk will know after this just where 
to find him. -In storm or drought, famine 
or siege, poverty or riches, it will be ever 
the same, for as it is with his master so 
it will be with him. 

Thus he muses, hand over the pierced 
ear. And wonders, too, why such painful 
operation had to be. The ear—ah, how 
often had it been slow to hear the mas- 
ter’s commands and slower still to heed 
his suggestions! “Yes, that. was it; today’s 
pain would forever after quicken this dull 
sense until he might sometime perhaps be- 
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come like unto the great Eliezer, trusted 
servant of Abraham. 

There were such slaves also under the 
New Covenant. How the apostles loved 
the word! Paul, Peter, James, and Jude 
call themselves by it in the salutations of 
their Epistles. And one of the finest trans- 
lations of Galatians 6:17 is: “From hence- 
forth let no man vex me, for I bear in 
my body the scars that mark my bondage.” 
Over land and sea this intrepid bond-serv- 
ant of the Lord Jesus had shouted his 
declaration, “I love my master —I am not 
ashamed of his Gospel!” And there were 
always the scars to show it. 

Have we, too, chosen to “go no more out 
for ever’? Have we known the hurting 
awl that pierced through the very soul of 
us in some definite loss, disappointment, or 
affliction so that we might learn obedience 
through the things which we suffered? 
Then, assured of our glorious place among 
the love-slaves of every age, we can sing 
with a triumph unknown to those outside 
the Master’s household: 

“O sweet will of God, thou hast girded me 

round ; 
Like the deep moving currents that girdle 
the sea; : 

With omnipotent love is my poor nature 


und, 
And | oan bondage to love sets me perfectly 
ree.” 
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Psychoanalysis 


A Missouri reader sends a newspaper 
clipping with the word, “Please, what do 
you think of this?” 
the Associated Press, reads in part as fol- 
lows: 


Mental healing of the poor for the first 
time by mass psychoanalysis, a new applica- 
tion of Freudianism, was reported to the 
American Psychiatric Association here to- 
day by Paul Schilder, M.D., of Bellevue 
Hospital, New York City. 


Hitherto, he said, only the wealthy have 
been able to afford psychoanalysis. He ap- 
plied it to the poor and impoverished by 
psychoanalyzing them in school room fash- 
ion, giving them in groups Sigmund Freud’s 
way of discussing censored thought and 
dreams. . 

The class was asked to think particularly 
in terms of body and beauty; of health, 
strength, efficiency, superiority, and inferi- 
ority from a physical standpoint; aggres- 
siveness and submission; masculinity and 
femininity; relations of sex and love; ex- 
pectation of the future, and the meaning 
of death.... 

In the conversation men or women seemed 
to rid themselves of feelings of guilt from 
sexual drives. They lost some of their 
confusion over the fact that society has 


issued a set of ideals which cannot always 
be fulfilled. 


Psychoanalysis is defined as “a method of 
psychotherapeutic analysis resting on the 
theory that hysteria is due to repression of 
desires consciously rejected but subcon- 
sciously persistent.” 

While the study of the mind and of the 
laws of the mind has, of course, a legiti- 
mate and important place, nevertheless the 
modern “sciences” of psychoanalysis, psy- 
chiatry, and psychology include basic posi- 


The news item, from. 


tions and conclusions that are fundamentally 
unscriptural and antichristian. There is no 
place in thoroughgoing or consistent psy- 
choanalysis for the lost condition of all 
men as sinners; or for the need or fact 
of Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of 
God, as the only Saviour ; or for the unique 
and infallible revelation from God that we 
have in the Bible. No thoroughgoing psy- 
choanalyst or psychiatrist of today holds or 
can hold the evangelical Christian faith. 
The degenerate theory that sexual motives 
and bases are the root of most.or all of 
human thought and action, propagated by 
Freud, Jung, and others, and the exploita- 
tion of freedom in expression of personal 
impulses and desires instead of repression, 
play a large part in these modern “sci- 
ences,” and can have no place in Christian 
life or thinking. 

The Editor and his wife, a féw summers 
ago, were in the same boarding house with 
a brilliant woman who was a professional 
psychoanalyst and was giving treatments 
and courses in some of the best schools of 
New York. As she talked freely of her 
own convictions and beliefs (or unbeliefs), 
she did not hesitate to express her utter 
rejection of, even .contempt for, funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith, When 
her son, a young man, was suddenly 
drowned that summer, it was pitiful to 
see the staggering shock that came to her. 
But a little while later a mutual friend 
said that the mother was now “recovering 
her equilibrium.” She knew of no future 
life either for her son or for herself. But 
she was recovering her equilibrium! What 
a.pathetic, empty, tragic substitute for “the 
peace of. God, which passeth all understand- 
ing”! 
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Can Christians Join Forces with Communists ? 


| A new disguise used by the enemies of the faith to catch the unwary 


By Dan Gilbert 








66 HE program of the Prince of 
Peace is threatened! Christians 
must join with Communists, and 
all varieties of political radicals, in a 
united front against war and Fascism!” 
That is the call and the counsel going 
forth from unnumbered “Liberal” pulpits 
of churches throughout America! That 
is the appeal being made to, and through, 
many of the religious organizations of 
Christian youth! Co-operate with Com- 
munists in a common crusade against war 
and Fascism! Disagree if we will with 
the attitude of Communists toward religion, 
but be “broad-minded” enough to recog- 
nize that the Communists are as sincere 
and whole-hearted in their devotion to the 
cause of peace as we Christians. Make 
common cause with them, on this issue, 
before it is too late — before division among 
the friends of peace shall work its annihil- 
ation on earth! 


Unequally Yoked 


A few months ago, I attended a meeting 
held in a California Congregational church 
to organize a united front against war 
and Fascism among Christian and Com- 
munist youth, A member of the Epworth 
League and a member of the Young Com- 
munist League, among others, spoke from 
the pulpit. The member of the Epworth 
League said he held no brief for atheism; 
the member of the Young Communist 
League said he held no brief for religion. 
The young Christian said his religion 
caused him to “fight for peace.” The Young 
Communist said his atheist Marxism caused 
him to do the same thing. They bgth 
agreed that, since they had a common goal, 
they should pursue it together. “In union 
there is strength” was their theme song. 
The minister of the church in which the 
conclave was held pronounced his blessing 
on both of them. He said that in this 
“crisis” it didn’t much matter what faith 
we may hold; the important thing is the 
program which we are following! 

That meeting presented no unique or 
isolated phenomena. It is simpiy typical 
of a number of such conclaves that I have 
attended in a comparatively small city dur- 
ing the past year. It is typical of scores 
or hundreds of similar events that have 
transpired in hundreds of different churches 
throughout America. While the move- 
ment is centered in youth, it is by no means 
confined to young people. Adult and vet- 
eran workers for peace, in Christian circles, 
have recently made common cause with the 
Communists; certain Christian peace move- 
ments, of long and established standing, 
have of late joined in a united front with 
Communists. In many parts of the coun- 
try, this Christian-Communist united front 
for peace holds its meetings more fre- 
quently in ‘Christian churches ‘than any- 
where ¢lse. 

At the outset, it should be recognized 
that this united front idea was not con- 


Communists have so openly and vio- 
lently set themselves against God and 
his people and the Bible, especially in 
Russia and China, that it is hard to 
understand how any real Christian can 
possibly be deceived by them. But now 
they have cast over their shoulders a 
new cloak, which reminds one of our 
Lord’s words of warning: “Beware of 
false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves.” The sheep’s cloth- 
- ing in this case is conspicuously labeled 
with protests against war and propa- 
ganda for peace, and in this costume 
the Communists have actually gained 
a hearing. It seems incredible that 
born-again people who believe the 
whole Bible as the inspired and infal- 
lible Word of God should be for one 
moment deceived by them, but it is an 
ominous fact that professing Christians 
are being led into alliances with them. 
In this article Mr. Gilbert tells of 
meetings he has attended, and points 
out the subtle dangers lurking in the 
Communists’ proposals. 








ceived by Christians. It was presented to 
them by Communists. At the congress of 
the Third Internationale, held in Moscow 
last year, delegates from all nations were 
instructed to go back to their respective 
lands and promote co-operation with liberal 
church groups in uniting opposition to war 
and Fascism. But long before the con- 
gress of last- year, the Communist agents 
of the Third Internationale had been en- 
gaged in this endeavor. The policy of a 
united front with Christians on the peace 
issue was simply reaffirmed and publicly 
proclaimed at the Moscow congress. 

It is significant that the age-old aim of 
Communism — world revolution — was also 
reaffirmed in unmistakable language at that 
same congress of the Third Internationale. 
It is certainly legitimate to indulge the 
suspicion that the Communists, in uniting 
with religious liberals, have something else 
in mind besides the laying of the specter 
of war and Fascism. An ancient practice 
of Communists has been the process known 
as “boring from within.” According to 
this well known procedure, the Communist 
subscribes to the principles and program of 
a religious group or a labor union, and 
then, after gaining a measure of control, 
he attempts to commit it to Communist 
ends or, failing in this, he tries to disrupt it. 


Stirring Up Class War 


But it is not necessary to impute ulterior 
motives to the Communists, or to impugn 
their sincerity, in order to arrive at the 
conclusion that Christians should not form 
with them a united front against war, or 
against anything else for that matter. In 
the first place, the Christian has an entirely 
different idea and ideal of peace from that 
of the Communist or any other type of 
unregenerate man. It is the shallowest 
folly to say that atheist Communists have, 


or can have, the same goal with respect 
to peace, or with respect to anything else, 
as has the Christian. If the unregenerate 
man can stand on the same ground, look 
toward the same ends, and proceed apace 
toward the same goal, as the Christian, 
then rebirth in Christ has no real meaning. 

The fact is, of course, that the Commu- 
nist does not have the same idea and ideal 
of peace as has the Christian. The Chris- 
tian works first for peace in the individual 
heart, for reconciliation of the individual 
soul with God; through a new heart for 
the individual, he works toward peace 
among men — peace of man with his neigh- 
bor, of employee with employer, of class 
with class, and, finally, of nation with 
nation. The Communist works first for 
world peace, through the abolition of cap- 
italism and the establishment of a universal 
Communist society. Until this goal — the 
abolition of capitalism —is achieved the 
Communist opposes peace and harmony of 
employer with employee, of class with class. 
Rather, he works relentlessly for class con- 
flict, for class war! To attain permanent 
world peace, the Communist works for and 
toward a class war which will overthrow 
capitalism. Is it not plain that, in his 
ideal of peace, in his conception of peace, 
in his striving toward peace, in his method 
for attaining peace, the Communist has 
absolutely nothing in common with the 
Christian ? 


The Wolf Shows His Teeth 


How, then, does he propose to meet the 
Christian in a united front? He proposes 
to do this—he is doing this —by leading 
the Christian to acquiesce in, if not identify 
himself with, the Communist position! 
Note that the Christian-Communist united 
front opposes only war and Fascism; it 
does net oppose war, Fascism, and revolu- 
tion. It stands against war between na- 
tions ; it does not stand against war between 
classes. Many times Christians have risen 
in meetings of Communists and Christians, 
in which united fronts were organized — 
many times Christians have risen to suggest 
that the united front go. on record in 
opposition to class wars, as well as national 
wars. In every publicized case, the sug- 
gestion has been rejected. I once heard 
the suggestion made in a formation meet- 
ing of a unit of the united front; there 
were more Christians present than Com- 
munists. Hence, the resolution had a fair 
chance of carrying. Sensing this, the Com- 
nunist leader rose and said that his people 
would withdraw at once if they were re- 
quired to compromise their principle and 
policy regarding the class struggle. 

In joining with Christians in a united 
front against national wars, the Commu- 
nists have never compromised or relin- 
quished their program for violent conflict 
between classes. They have obliged the 
Christians to make all the concessions. 
When he works with Communists against 
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war, the Christian must refrain from work- 
ing against industrial strife. Of course, the 
Communist says the Christian may: think 
what he will about the class struggle, but 
in so far as his activity in the united front 
against war is concerned, he must remain 
silent, passive, and inactive on the subject 
of class war. Certainly this does compro- 
mise the Christian’s position on peace 
among all men. ‘ 

But let us consider no further the man- 
ner in which, in practice, the Communist 
effects the compromising of the position of 
the Christian while he keeps his own un- 
qualified and uncompromised. On purely 
Scriptural grounds, any form of co-opera- 
tion, any form of concord in a united front 
between Christians and atheist Communists, 
or any kind of unbelievers, stands utterly 
and absolutely condemned. Let the Chris- 
tian who considers making common cause 
with the Communists turn to 2 Corinth- 
ians 6: 14-18, and read: “Be ye not un- 
equally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness? and what commun- 
ion hath light with darkness? And what 
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what 
part hath he that believeth with an infidel? 
And what agreement hath the temple of 
God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I 
will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. Wherefore come out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing; and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty.” 


San Dreco, Cat, 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Your work of faith, and labour of 
. love and patience of hope (1 Thess. 
Es.3). 


ERE in 1 Thessalonians 1: 3 is the triad 

of First Corinthians 13, and it is 
observable throughout these letters to the 
Thessalonians. Thus in 2 Thessalonians 
1:3 Paul again says: “Your faith groweth 
exceedingly, and the charity of every one 
of you all toward each other aboundeth” ; 
and then he goes on to a little dissertation 
on the hope of the coming when the injus- 
tices they are suffering should be done 
away. 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:13, 14 he speaks 
of the “beloved of the Lord,” the “be- 
lief of the truth,” “the obtaining of the 
glory.” 

In 2 Thessalonians 2: 15-17 he urges his 
readers to hold the traditions (of the 
faith), and speaks of the God who hath 
loved us and given us everlasting consola- 
tion and good hope through grace. 

In 2 Thessalonians 3: 2-5 he tells us that 
“all men have not faith. But the Lord is 
faithful,” and adds, “The Lord direct your 
hearts into the love of God, and into the 
patient waiting for Christ” (the blessed 
hope). 
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The third chapter of 1 Thessalonians (vs. 
2, 6, 10) deals with faith: “To establish 
you, and to comfort you concerning your 
faith”; “And brought us good tidings of 
your faith and charity”; “That we might 
see your face, and might perfect that which 
is lacking in your faith.” 

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18 is an exposition 
of hope, based on the words, “I would not 
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern- 
ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow 
not, even as others which have no hope.” 

1 Thessalonians 5: 12-25 deals with the 
practical expression of love. It in many 
ways parallels the picture of love in 1 Cor- 
inthians 13. 


1 CorRINTHIANS 13 1 THESSALONIANS 


5 212-25 

Suffereth long Be patient toward 
all men 

Is kind Comfort the feeble 
minded, support the 
weak 

Envieth not Esteem them that 
are over you very 


highly in love 

Warn them that are 
unruly 

Abstain from all ap- 
pearance of evil 

Rejoiceth in the Rejoice ever more. 
truth In everything give 

thanks 


See that none render 
evil for evil 


Quench not the 
Spirit. Despise not 
prophesyings. Prove 
all things. 


Hold fast that which 
is g 


In the Times of March 7, 1936, in 
“Notes from a Layman’s Greek Testa- 
ment,” the writer said: “Our Lord is 
spoken of in Hebrews 7 as the forerunner, 
prodromos. It is the word used in the 
Septuagint for Joshua who led the spies 
into Canaan.” The writer slipped in say- 
ing that the word prodromos was applied 
to Joshua in the Septuagint. It does occur 
in Numbers 13:20 (one of two passages 
where it is found in the Old Testament). 
This is where Moses gives direction to 
Joshua and the spies. But the connotation 
is different. I still believe, however, that 
the writer of the Hebrews had in mind 
the captain of the Lord’s host with the 
drawn sword in his hand when he spoke 
of the Word of God as powerful and 
sharper than any two-edged sword. His 
thoughts wer<-on Joshua (Heb. 4:8) and 
the “rest” of Canaan and the example of 
unbelief spoken of in the same chapter of 
Joshua (5:6): “For the children of Israel 
walked forty years in the wilderness ... 
because they obeyed not the voice of the 
Lord.” 

In the Times of October 19, 1935, in 
“Notes from a Layman’s Greek Testament,” 
the “taxing” mentioned in Acts 5:37, in 
connection with the uprising of Judas in 
Galilee, is identified with that of Luke 2. 
Dr. Albertus Pieters of Western Theologi- 
cal Seminary, Holland, Mich., called my 
attention tc the fact that the census of 
Luke 2 was the first enrollment under 
Quirinius, that of Judas, the second. This 
is important, but does not affect the theory 
that the uprising of Judas was in expecta- 
tion of a fulfillment of the Messianic proph- 
ecy in Daniel 9.—Ernest Gordon. 


Doth not behave un- 
seemly 


Thinketh no evil 


Beareth all things 


Believeth all things 


Endureth all things 


a, 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















Skylight Undimmed 


HE unparalleled drought of 1934 left 

some terrible scars on Skylight Farm, 
scars that it will take many years to eflace. 
The dust storms reached us only as a tem- 
porary inconvenience, .so that the soil is 
still here, with additions from the plains 
to the west. But the blasting fury of a 
scorching, merciless sun week after week 
practically exterminated bluegrass lawns 
and pastures which it had required a gen- 
eration and more to grow. Yet the real 
tragedy is what it did to the trees. There 
was on one of the lawns a spot we used 
to call “the green room,” a circle of great 
maples beneath which stretched a velvety 
green carpet, a place of quiet restfulness 
on the hottest day. Last summer there 
remained of the grove only stark corpses 
with here and there a green branch. The 
grass carpet was utterly ruined. Then that 
feathery line of willows along the creek 
to the west where in early spring one 
watched to catch that first faint hint of 
color, thrilling harbinger of awakening life. 
Now they present a scraggy row of dead 
ugliness; Ichabod; a sight to turn from 
with a shudder. 

But a superabundance of moisture for 
months now gives hope that time may 
repair the havoc. Meanwhile one fair pros- 
pect is left to us quite undiminished in 
beauty. That is our marvelous sweep of 
sky. How I pity those impoverished mor- 
tals whose outlook must always be ob- 
structed by some work of man! Be it 
a dreary, sooty waste of roofs or only a 
neat row of apartments, to me it would 
be always an obstruction. Here the farm- 
steads within my range of vision are ren- 
dered sketchy and indistinct by distance 
with always a sheltering grove to soften 
their lines. My skyview is unbroken; my 
sunsets are as glorious as if there had 
been no drought and no depression. 

To me that serene, unalterable expanse 
of blue gives assurance that only the finite, 
only the things of time, are ever troubled; 
above and beyond, “the infinite lies stretched 
in smiling repose.” Even sin is a perish- 
able thing. Some day the very memory of 
it will be forever blotted out. Where the 
greed of man has turned God’s forests into 
a desolation of blackened stumps and tan- 
gled underbrush the trees of the wood will 
again clap their hands. Those poor hill- 
sides once clothed in soft green, now only 
eroded wastes, will blossom as the rose. 

Meanwhile we have the sky! Come walk 
with me beneath it at Skylight Farm at 
the sunset hour. I think we may hear 
again, if we hush our hearts to listen, the 
voice of One who used to walk with man 
in the Garden in the cool of the day. It 
was here, soon after my first great be- 
reavement, that I stood watching the sun 
in a last blaze of glory burst through tum- 
bled clouds over there beyond the willows ; 
and I seemed to have glimpses of jasper 
and sapphire and chalcedony and emerald; 
and I felt that at any moment might come 
the glad sound of a trumpet. - “And ithe 
name of the chamber was Peace.” 
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LESSON 3. JULY 19. SOCIAL SERVICE IN THE EARLY CHURCH 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 4: 32-35; 6:1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 1 John 3:13-18, 
Printed text, Acts 4: 32-35; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 


Golden Text.—He said, It is more blessed to give than to receive.—Acts 20: 35b 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 4 : 32-35; 2 Corinthians 8 : 1-9 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 


heart and of one soul: neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common. . 

33 And with great power gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon them all. 

34 Neither was there any among them that lacked: for as many 
as were possessors of lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
prices of the things that were sold, we 

35 And laid them down at the apostles’ feet: and distribution 
was made unto every man according as he had need. 

2 Cor. 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace 
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia; 

2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their 
joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liber- 
ality. 

3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power 
they were willing of themselves; 

4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, 
and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 

5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will of God. 

6 Insomuch that we desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he 
would also finish in you the same grace also. 

7 Therefore as ye abound in every thing, in faith, and utterance, 
and knowledge, and in all diligence, and in your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also. ‘ 

8 I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forward- 
ness of others, and to prove the sincerity of your love. 

9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though 
he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his 
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Acts 4:32 And the multitude of them that believed were of one 
heart and soul: and not one of them said that aught of the things 
which he possessed was his own; but they had all things common. 
33 And with great power gave the apostles their witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus'; and great grace was upon 
them all. 34 For neither was there among them any that 
lacked: for as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold 
them, and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35 and 
laid them at the apostles’ feet: and distribution was made unto 
each, according as any one had need. 

2 Cor. 8:1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace 
of God which hath been given in the churches of Macedonia; 2 how 
that in much proof of affliction the abundance of their joy and 
their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their ? liberality. 
3 For according to their power, I bear witness, yea and beyond 
their power, they gave of their own accord, 4 beseeching us with 
much entreaty in regard of this grace and the fellowship in the 
ministering to the saints: 5 and this, not as we had hoped, but first 
they gave their own selves to the Lord, and to us through the will 
of God. 6 Insomuch that we exhorted Titus, that as he had made 
a beginning before, so he would also complete in you this grace also. 
7 But as ye abound in everything, im faith, and utterance, and 
knowledge, and in all earnestness, and in * your love to us, see that 
ye abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not by way of command- 
ment, but as proving through the earnestness of others the sincerity 
also of your love. 9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he bécame poor, 
that ye through his poverty might become rich. 

1 Some ancient authorities add Christ. *Gr., singleness. See 

Rom. 12:8. *Some ancient authorities read our love to you. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 





poverty might be rich. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 
W HAT should Christians think about 


Socialism? about Communi#m? 

about social service? Nineteen 
hundred years after Pentecost, these ques- 
tions are burning questions. The word 
“Socialism” came into common use just 
a hundred years ago. The word “Com- 
munism” has taken on a new, definite mean- 
ing in recent years. Is there such a thing 
as Christian Socialism, or Christian Com- 
munism?:* Leaders in great denominations 
are dividing over the question of “social 
service,” and the question of how far the 
Church should enter into these govern- 
mental and economic problems. There has 
developed in the past generation, particu- 
larly in the American Church, a new con- 
ception of the work of the Church, em- 
bodied in the phrase, “the Social Gospel.” 
Are these new movements and new the- 
ories evidence that the Church is getting 
back to the ideals and practices of the early 
Church? What was the mission of the 
Church in the first century, and what is 
it in the twentieth? 


The Historical Setting 


The distribution of property in the early 
Church probably began a few weeks after 
Pentecost, in the summer of A. D. 30. 
The seven deacons were appointed possibly 
in A. D. 33 or 34. Paul wrete Second 


School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Corinthians about A. D. 57. First John 
was probably written after A. D. 90. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 4: 32.—Of one heart and of one soul. 
This glorious unity of thousands who had 
believed was another result of the fullness 
of the Spirit, and of the revival power in 
the church (Acts 4:4; Jer. 32:39; Rom. 
1536. 6; S-Gor. 192135 Phil. 1:37; 232; 
1 Pet. 3:8). Neither said any of them 
that any of the things which he possessed 
was his own. Practical evidence of the 
love of the Spirit (Acts 2: 44, 45), and the 
Scriptural attitude toward property, with 
a particular application to conditions of 
their time. They had all things common. 
See Special Topics. 

Verse 34.—As many as were possessors 
of lands or houses sold them. This was 
entirely voluntary. It does not mean that 
all did it, nor that all sold everything that 
they had (4:37; 5:4). 

Verse 35.—Laid them down at the apos- 
tles’ feet. There are no inspired apostles 
today to whom such gifts could be brought. 
Distribution was made . . . according as 
he had need. This was not Communism, 
but a Spirit-guided meeting of the personal 
needs of the believers. 

2 Corinthians 8:1— We do you to wit. 
An old English expression meaning “we 
make known unto you.” The grace of God 
bestowed on the churches. All that Chris- 
tians do, they are to do by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and by the grace of God. 
This included the giving of money (cf. 
Rom. 12: 6, 8; Phil. 4:18). Of Macedonia. 


Philippi, Berea, Thessalonica, and doubt- 
less others (Acts 16:12 to 17:14; 20:4). 


Verse 2.—In a great trial of affliction. 
(Phil. 1: 28-30; 1 Thess. 1:6; 2:14; 2 
Thess. 1: 4-6.) The abundance of their joy. 
When joy is linked with affliction, and 
with deep poverty, this is a miracle — the 
fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22). 

Verse 4.—Praying us with much intreaty 
that we would receive the gift. Reversing 
the usual order, these Christians had to 
beg Paul to take what he was reluctant to 
receive. The fellowship of the ministering 
to the saints. An important ministry (Acts 
II: 29; 24:17; Rom. 15: 25-28; 1 Cor. 16: 
I, 3, 45. Gal. 2:30). 

Verse 5.—Not as we hoped. That is, 
their devotion went far beyond his ex- 
pectation. But first gave their own selves 
to the Lord. Not first as to time, but first 
in importance. 


Verse 6.—We desired Titus, that as he 
had begun, so he would also finish, Titus 
had returned from Corinth with good news 
(2 Cor. £:'6,7;"9 Cor. 12: 17,. 18)... On 
that trip, he attended to the collection ac- 
cording to Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinth- 
ians 16:1-5. Now Titus is visiting them 
again, bringing this second letter (vs. 16- 
24). The same grace also. As well as 
the other graces. 


Verse 7.—As ye abound in every thing 
(zs Cor; 125° 3a2 13). 


Verse 9.—The grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, His argument is climaxed by the 
supreme example of the Lord himself. That 
ye through his poverty might be rich. Mar- 
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velous summing up of salvation. Rich in 
all things. Read the supplementary -verse 
(2 Cor. 9:8). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Master’s “more blessed to give than 
to receive” is the contradiction of every- 
thing on which the present world order is 
built. “The only blessedness is getting,” 
is the motto of Capital and of Labor, of 
political parties and of nations. Myself, 
my family, my business, my church, my 
denomination, my city, my state, my nation, 
my God—this is about the order after 
which most lives are patterned. The early 
church was a community that completely 
reversed all of this. They took the Lord’s 
view on money and on men. That was 
because great grace was upon them. Be- 
fore we can be great givers, we must be 
great receivers —receivers of the grace of 
God. 

The trouble with Socialism and Com- 
munism and all men’s schemes is that they 
dream a dream of brotherhood without the 
miracle of brotherhood— Christ in the 
heart. This is the supreme social service 
of the Church—to preach Christ. Then 
Christians as citizens of the state should 
do their utmost to apply Christian prin- 
ciples to social problems of today, while 
looking forward to the Blessed Hope and 
to God’s new social order. 


Lesson Outlines 
A Great CurIsTIAN CHURCH 

1. Great unity and love (Acts 4: 32). 

2. Great power in witnessing (4: 33). 

3. Great grace in giving and living (4: 
33-35). 

THE Grace oF Gop 

1. In Christ’s character, manifesting the 

fruit of the Spirit (2 Cor. 8:9). 


’ 2. In Christ’s work, saving men (Eph. 
2:8). 


3. Abounding through Christians, making 
them like Christ. (2 Cor. 8:7). 


Tue CHRISTIAN’S SOCIAL SERVICE 


1. The Christian and his fellow believers. 
2. The Christian and his money. 3. The 
Christian and his lost neighbors. 4. The 
Christian and his city, state, and nation. 
5. The Christian and the heathen who have 
never heard. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

Partnership of the Early Church and 
Modern Communism. The distribution of 
goods in the early Church was contrary 
to Communism at every point. (1) It was 
a matter that concerned the Church, con- 
sisting of men and women born of the 
Spirit and baptized into a supernatural 
Body by the Holy Spirit. (2) Each man 
was responsible for his own property; each 
one decided whether he would sell part 
or all of it, and having sold it, whether 
he would give the money. (3) When the 
money was given, it was not counted com- 
mon property to be divided equally. It was 
a voluntary gift for a definite purpose, and 
it was distributed to each according to his 
need. (4) This distribution of property in 
the early Church was not a failure. 

The Church and Social Service. Social 
service in the early Church as treated in 
the lesson, concerned altogether the duties 
of the church members to their fellow 
Christians. There is no suggestion of the 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early 
; Church. Acts 4 : 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36- 
39; 2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 1 John 3: 13-18 
4. July 26.—Christianity Spread by Perse- 
cution. Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11 : 19-21; 
:9-11; 1 Peter 4: 12-19 
5. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors. 
Acts 8 : §-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Com- 
missioned. Acts 9:1-31; 22: 3-21; 
Galatians 1: 11-17; 1 Timothy 1 ; 12-17 


' », August 16.—Sowing and Reaping (Tem- 


perance Lesson) .......... Galatians 6 : 1-10 

8 August 23.—The Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11: 18; Romans 1 $ 13°17 

9. August 30.—Beginning of World Mis- 
SIONS vecocccsevccece Acts 11 3 19-26; 13 : 1-12 

10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13: 13 to 14: 28; Romans 10: 8-15 

11. September 13.—The Council in Jerusa- 
Wc aksdsseccive Acts 15: 1-35; Galatians 2 








Church’s having entered into social service 
plans for the city or state or for the Ro- 
man Empire. The Church so tremendously 
affected the heathen world that the Roman 
Empire was turned upside down by the 
Christian message. If the church today 
will give a Spirit-empowered witness to 
the death and resurrection of Christ, it 
will make the most tremendous impact 
upon social conditions. 


Christian Stewardship. As between God 
and man, God is the owner of all, man is 
the temporary steward (Lev. 25:23; Psa. 
49: 10-13, 17-20; Luke 16:12; Matt. 25: 
14). As between man and man, private 
ownership is not only right, but the only 
thing that is right, carrying with it per- 
sonal responsibility for handling the money 
to please God (Acts 5:4; 2 Cor. 9:6, 7). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we “first of all” given ourselves? 
A complete surrender of self to Christ in- 
cludes time and money and strength and 
all that we are and have. Only after we 
have thus surrendered can we really know 
what Christian giving is and what serving 
others is. 


What is first on our church budget, and 
in our private budget? The neediest of the 
needy today are the hundreds of millions 
in the heathen darkness of poverty, igno- 
rance, unbelievable suffering — those who 
have not heard the message of Christ. For- 
eign missions is the greatest enterprise in 
social service today. 


The church should care for its poor. 
There is a responsibility among those who 
are members of the Body of Christ which 
can only be met by the Christians them- 
selves. 


Are we building up an estate, or laying 
up tréasure in Heaven? God’s estate is 
the one we should be interested in. For 
we are joint-heirs with Christ, heir of the 
world (Rom. 8:17; Heb. 1:2). 


Is our church an example to others? 
(2 Cor. 8:1, 8; 9: 12, 13; Heb. 10: 24.) 

Study to know God’s plan for the King- 
dom. See Special Topics. 


Is our giving Christian? Or is it nig- 
gardly? Do we give with abandon? One- 
tenth should be a minimum for most Chris- 
tians. But for many Christians it ought 
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not to be a maximum. Hilarious giving 
should fix a proportion of one-fifth, one- 
fourth, one-third, one-half, or nine-tenths, 
according as the income and our own family 
needs may be. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


A formula for financial problems: “great 
grace — great giving; little giving — little 
grace.” 

Suffering for Christ is one of the great- 
est bonds to bind Christians together in 
love. 


“Abundance of joy” and “riches of liber- 
ality” are phrases not usually associated 
with suffering, affliction, and deep poverty 
(2 Cor. 8:2). 


If we have many graces and yet lack the 
grace of giving, our Christian life will be 
on a low level. 


Money is a mighty test of the sincerity 
of love (2 Cor. 8:8). 


A miracle of the Holy Spirit, God dwell- 
ing in the hearts of men, was back of the 
social helpfulness of the early Church. 


If social. plans of brotherhood are based 
on a theory that men have within them the 
heart of brotherhood, disaster will result. 


If we look upon every man with the 
question as to what we can give to him, 
not what we can get from him, it will 
transform our social relations. 


How often Christian: workers view men 
from a standpoint of what men can give 
to their Christian work! 


God gives only one way — bountifully, 
joyously, overflowingly. How do we give? 
Cotumsia, S. C. 
ve 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School orase staff,— Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


HY was it possible for the early church 
to hold all things in common, and get 
along peaceably ? 


2. Does God require of us tote that we 
sell all we have, and give it to him? 


3. What were two of the Cesta pos- 
sessions of the early Christian Church 


4. What attitude of mind and aaict on 
the part of the members of the early church 
made it possible for them to have great grace 
and power? 


5. What do the five lesson passages say 
about social service outside the church itself? 


6. Is the saving of society a greater work 
than the saving of individual souls? Is 
there a “social Gospel” that is different from, 
and an improvement upon, the Gospel for 
the individual? 

7. What did the early church have in its 
plan of sharing with one another which is 
absent in Russia today? 

8. Will a man naturally give money in the 
= way just because he is saved? 

- What does Paul mean by calling giving 
a Nevute’ +? 

10. What should be the most important part 
a the giving of the individual Chsistian and 
of the church? How does your answer fit 
into the teachings about giving to the poor 
in the: New Testament? 








Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 461 in this issue. 


Se => 


So = 


HS 


Sa = 


Lesson for July 19 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet_explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that ~good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Leper’s Liberality.—The abundance 
of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality 
(2 Cor. 8:2). The Rev. Mr. Jones, of 
the Madur Mission, India, tells a story 
worthy to be placed alongside of that of 
the immortal widow. It was a time when 
the converts of the Mission were bringing 
gifts for the erection of a church building. 
Among them was a leper. Clad only in a 
rag of a loin cloth, his body emaciated 


from the lack of food, be brought an offer-. 


ing of one and one-half cents. To him it 
meant privation and hunger to lay that 
cent and a half upon the altar. But it lay 
there with the crimson touch of sacrifice 
upon it, not one and a half cents in the 
eyes of the Master of the Treasury, but 
riches of liberality—From The Evangelical 
Christian. Sent by Mrs. Emery T. Hunts- 
man, Martinsburg, Pa. 


When They Tithed.—Their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality 
(2 Cor. 8:2). The Belmont Presbyterian 
Church, South, at Roanoke, Va., with a 
membership of 425, ascertained through un- 
signed slips dropped in the collection plate, 
that 137 of its members had a definite in- 
come averaging $18 per week. The pastor 
challenged this group to tithe for a period of 
three months. One hundred and eighteen 
signed such an agreement. Immediately 
the weekly offering rose from $50 a week 
to $216 per week, amounting on one Sunday 
to $450. At the end of three months the 
people who said in good faith, “We cannot 
carry on,” had contributed $2,626. Many 
said, “As long as God gives me any kind 
of income, I am going to pay Him the 
tenth.” “Bring ye the tithe ... prove me 
. .. I will pour you out a blessing,” saith 
the Lord—From a Presbyterian Church 
financial suggestion. Sent by Mrs. M. D. 
Lathrop, Jr., Carbondale, Pa. 


The Branded Maverick.—But first gave 
their own selves to the Lord (v. 5). Out 
on the cattle ranches of the West the un- 
branded calves that roam at large are 
known as “mavericks.” They are claimed 
by the man who is first to get his brand 
on them at the annual round up. A little 
Western girl had been baptized one Sun- 
day by the Methodist minister of the town. 
Her schoolmates questioned her the next 
day as to the meaning of the ceremony. 
“Well,” she said, “I will just tell you. I 
was a little maverick out on the prairie 
and that man put the Jesus mark on my 
forehead so that when he sees me he will 
khow that I am one of his children.”— 
From The Evangelical Christian. Sent by 
Ellen M. Ross, Strasbourg, Sask., Can. 
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God Gives Most.—I speak not by com- 
mandment, but... to prove the sincerity 
of your love (v. 8). Some years ago I 
met a godly Baptist layman in South Caro- 
lina who was secretary and treasurer of a 
large cotton mill corporation. One day he 
told me: “Years ago when my children 
were small, my salary was too small for 
my actual needs. Strive as I would I 
could not keep out of debt. This became 
a heavy cross to me, and one night I was 
unable to sleep. I arose and went to my 
desk and spent a season in prayer to God 
for help and guidance. Then I took a pen 
and paper and wrote out a solemn contract 
with my heavenly Father. I promised him 
that no matter what testings or trials came 
I would never turn back. Also that no 
matter how pressing were my obligations 
I would scrupulously tithe my income. 
Next I promised the Lord that if he would 
let me make a certain salary I would pay 
two-tenths, then if I made a certain larger 
salary I would pay three-tenths. Finally 
I named a larger salary, which was far 
beyond anything I had ever hoped to earn, 
and told the Lord that if I ever reached 
such a salary I would give him one-half 
of my income.” Then the old gentleman 
smiled and tears came into his eyes as he 
said, “Brother Browning, for many years 
it has been my privilege to give one-half 
of my income to the Lord.” I do not know 
whether or not good stewards will get good 
salaries or a very meager living, but I do 
know there is a Bible prosperity and Bible 
success that every good steward can obtain. 
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—From The Herald of Holiness, Sent by 
Albe apagany EIae, \S. D2 é illus 
trOH OMe se" Ww, MASS 
3“A Pretty Pass!”—To prove the sin- 
rity of your love (v. 8b). Years ago 
when a revival was going on in the estab- 
lished church in England, Lord Melbourne, 
then prime minister, is said to have stamped 
out of his church in hot anger saying, 
“Things have come to a pretty pass when 
religion is made to invade a man’s private 
life!”’—From Adult Bible Class Monthly. 
Sent by Mary J. Galbraith, St. Petersburg, 
Fla, 
Christ’s Poverty.—Thai ye through his 
poverty might be rich (v. 9). 
He who is the Bread of Life began his 
ministry hungering. 
He who is the Water of Life ended his 
ministry thirsting. 
Christ hungered as man, and fed the hungry 
as God. 
He was weary, and yet He is our rest. 
He paid tribute, and yet He is the King. 
He was called a devil, and cast out devils. 
He prayed, and yet He hears prayers, 
He wept, and He dries our tears, 
He is sold for thirty pieces of silver, and 
redeems the world. 
He is led as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
is the Good Shepherd. 
He dies, and gives His life, and by dying 
destroys death—From The Christian. 
Sent by Guru Manickam, Woriur, Trich- 
inopoly, S. India. 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 


with a display frame, may be had for $5.20; without frame, $4 


Orders should be sent to the 


Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 388, Findlay, Ohio. 








460 * 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Befere the Lesson.—Our Father, we 
thank thee for the deep faith of those who were 
instrumental in carrying out thy will in the 
early church. We thank thee that not self-in- 
terest, but their love for the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and their interest in one another, blended to 
create an unselfish attitude on the part of the 
Lord’s followers. We pray that thou wilt give 
us a true heart of service to others because of 
him who gave himself for us and loved us, 
even while we were yet sinners, unresponsive 
to his grace. We pray that in this day of 
much confusion in the world we may have our 
eyes focused upon him, and from him learn 
what our duty is toward others. May we not 
work in a vain hope of bringing joy and lasting 
blessing into the lives of others without the 
source of joy,—our Lord Jesus Christ. Help 
us to be good neighbors, and to be sensitive 
toward the needs of others all around us, and 
do our part in taking the Gospel to those whose 
lives are far from the salvation that the Lord 
Jesus offers, whose hearts are not yet opened 
toward him. We ask this in his dear name. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—If you were asked 
what social service is, what would you say? 
Well, of course you have various ways of 
expressing the idea. After all, is it not 
simply unselfish service for others who are 
in any kind of need? But wait a moment. 
Do not be so sure you know what kind of 
service would most help their needs. Yes, 
food, clothing, and housing, and the right 
relations among one another. All these 
things help to make people more, comfort- 
able, but all are very lacking indeed, unless at 
the heart of it all:is Christ himself, as man’s 
salvation, strength, comfort, and victory. As 
some one has said: “Social service without 
Christ is like pinning a rosebud on a stick 
set up in a garden.” What man needs is 
life which comes from Christ within the 
heart, and out from that heart will go those 
deeds of mercy, and kindliness, and a new 
life in one’s own neighborhood. Let’s not 
hope to accomplish what man needs without 
the Christ whom man needs. Let us pray. 





CHRISTIANS SHQRINS 
IN HiS NAME 











The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Town Union.—Them that believed were 
of one heart and of one soul... they had 
all things common (Acts 4:32). Remem- 
ber that chariot race in “Ben Hur”? Ben 
Hur spent hours working with the old 
Arab sheik’s horses until he had all four 
in spirit and action as one horse. As “one 
heart and one soul” if horses can be said 
to have hearts and souls. Horse lovers 
contend they do, especially the author of 
that best seller, “Black Beauty.” 

The success of the early church under 
persecution was largely due to the fact 
that it was in spirit and action as one 
“horse,” under the understanding and guid- 
ing hand of the Holy Spirit (John 16: 13). 

The American Revolution was success- 
ful under the most unpromising conditions 
because all the colonies from Massachusetts 
to Georgia were “one heart and one soul.” 
In the Great War the Allies did not make 
any headway until they all got together 
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under Marshal Foch with “one heart and 
one soul.” And, by the way, General Foch 
was the officer the American soldier saw 
in the church in prayer. 

Coatesvilie is a dirty steel town, with the 
Pennsylvania and Reading railroads to add 
to the smoke and soot. Notwithstanding 
this, it is a pretty good place in which to 
live and die. One reason is, we all “pull 
together.” 

I am planning to have Mr. T. Edward 
Ross at my home with his collection of 
old Bibles. I will invite the Russian, Polish, 
Italian priests and Jewish Rabbi, with the 
other ministers, for an evening in my home. 
Of course folks don’t all see and think 
alike. 

Said the man, “If everybody thought as 
I do, they would have wanted my wife.” 
“Yes,” said the other fellow, “and if every- 
body thought as I do no one would have 
her.” Yes, an old one, but that new sub- 
scriber never heard it. 


The First Gift.—First gave their own 
selves to the Lord, and unto us by the will 
of God (2 Cor. 8:5). As I took up this 
text for comment, a picture jumped up 
before me. It was the assembly hall at 
Northfield in the anxious nineties after 
“the panic of ’92.” Hard times and scarce 
money. Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey and 
other helpers were on the big platform. 
Some cause was in urgent need of imme- 
diate help. 

Mr. Moody, after describing the situa- 
tion, said, “Let us now tell God about it; 
Sankey, please lead us.” Sankey arose and 
began: 

“Dear Lord, from whom nothing is hid, 
thou knoweth the present financial need of 
this important work of thine, we pray thee 
— wait a minute, friends —haven’t started 
right!” 

We all sat up in surprise. Then Mr. 
Sankey cried, “Mr. Secretary, put me down 
for $250—and now let us continue in 
prayer.” The needed money was raised in 
a few minutes, at the conclusion of a stir- 
ring prayer. 

Mr. Sankey first gave himself in his 
money. When we raise our annual 
Y. M.C. A. budget, our Board of Directors 
first give themselves. Then the money 
comes for the rest of it. 

One of our neighboring towns put on a 
campaign for a hospital. The drive was 
an ignominious “flop,” and on this account. 
The hospital itself faced a “flip flop.” A 
Macedonian call came to Coatesville. Our 
Y. M. C. A. Secretary went over. He found 
the Board of Managers of the hospital had 
pledged very little. These managers were 
roused to their duty, went down generously, 
and the drive quickly “went over the top.” 
They first gave themselves. 

Whai price Christianity! The Founder, 
the Lord Jesus, first gave himself, as did 
all his disciples. Before there can be hope 
for success in the Lord’s work there must 
first be this giving of self. The first of 


Ruskin’s “Sever. Lamps of Architecture” is 


“Sacrifice.” (John 3: 16.) 

This was the secret of the success of 
the great heroes of the Church — Knox, 
Wesley, Fox, Booth. It is also the secret 
of all success in all lines. The masterpieces 
of art, literature, and invention came from 
men who first gave themselves and went 
hungry and cold in garrets. A Blakelock 
picture was sold for $20,000; Blakelock, 
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the painter, was found in a New York 
poor house. 


“Standing In.”—Our Lord Jesus Christ 
... for your sakes ... became poor, that 
ye... might be rich (v. 9). What is that 
song by Miss Hattie E. Buell we some- 
times sing: 

My Father is rich 

In houses and lands, 
He holdeth the wealth 

Of the world in His handst 
Of rubies and diamonds, 

Of silver and gold, 
His coffers are full — 

He has riches untold; 

I’m the child of a King. 


If I am en rapport with my Father — 
which is the nice French way of saying 
“stand in” with my Father —why should 
I worry about ways and means? And by 
the way, “stand in” is not so slangy a 
translation as you might think. En rapport 
means “in sympathy.” When I am really 
in sympathy with you I will be found to 
be standing right close to you! 

When you are a sympathetic Christian 
the whole world is yours—Q. E. D., as 
the professor of mathematics would say 
(John 14: 20; Eph. 5: 30, 32). 

It is the first of the month as I write. 
Bills come in. I am paying some small 
ones for my grandsons who spend the week- 
end on the farm near here where they were 
born. The boys are sixteen and thirteen. 
Playthings now are horses and auto. I 
pay the bills for the horses and the auto’s 
upkeep. Now, listen! 

All the boys have to do is to mount 
and ride or get in and go. And “grand- 
father” has as much fun paying the bills 
as the boys have fox hunting and joy rid- 
ing. Now tell me why? Yes,.you are 
right. Because they are good boys, tied up 
with the church and Sunday school and 
stand in with Grandfather. 

When these boys want something special 
they follow their grandmother’s example, 
and call me “Will.” They may drop into 
“Bill” most any time. Should Bill and 
Graham get so smart they cut out church 
and Sunday school and run wild on their 
own, they will “do without” and walk — 
or pay their own bills. 

No, “grandfather” is not rich, but he is 
a billionaire compared with Bill and Gra- 
ham, who are dependents — and great beg- 
gars. At me right now for a new car and 
a new pony and “How about a little change, 
Grandfather ?” 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Grace and Power. 
Discussion: Contrast human nature with 
the werking of the Holy Spirit in te mat- 
ter of hwzan relationships, whether indi- 
vidual, nationai, or international. 
Objective: “Let go—let God.” 











AY, fellows, in these days there is a 

great deal of discussion about “a social 
gospel,” involving the questions of “who’s 
who?” “what’s what?” and “whose is 
what?” In a confused way the term “so- 
cialism” has gotten into the argument, and 
religion and politics have been drawn into 
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Lesson for July 19 


the situation in such a way as to fog the 
issue and make it hard to see anything 
clearly. At such times it is always good 
to turn the searchlight of the Scriptures 
on, and the pathway becomes plain again. 
In today’s lesson we are looking back at 
the early Church, as told of in the fourth 
chapter of Acts, where we see this state- 
ment: “And with great power gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus: and great grace was upon 
them all” (v. 33). Grace and Power. 
Those were the two most prominent char- 
acteristics of the early Church. Suppose it 
were so today; what a difference there 
would be in the conditions of life in all its 
phases! How the churches would all be 
filled at every service; what multitudes of 
people would be coming to Jesus Christ 
and being saved; how wars would cease, 
and how peace would come to a troubled 
world! 

Grace and Power. How did these come? 
Look at the statement just preceding the 
verse quoted above: “And the multitude 
of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul: neither said any of them 
that ought of the things which he possessed 
was his own” (v. 32). That was the atti- 
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tude that made room for Grace and Power. 
Every man looked upon what he possessed 
as a sacred trust, to be held only and used 
for the good of all. That is the perfect 
attitude of a true steward of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. What a pity they could not 
have remained that way. But the Devil 
got into the situation, as he usually does. 
Some of those pébple began looking upon 
their possessions as their own. That led 
to the shrewd business of getting more 
possessions. The shrewd ones began to be 
rich, and those who were not shrewd began 
to be poor. The rich became richer and 
the poor became poorer. 

The rich were few in number, but the 
poor were a multitude. Riches bring mate- 
rial power, so, although small in number, 
the rich were able to dominate the poor 
and to continue the system that enabled 
them to keep growing richer and more 
powerful. This created a class hatred. Then 
shrewd men, seeing an opportunity, began 
to advocate a new form of government that 
would give voting power to every indi- 
vidual, rich and poor alike, and to prevent 
bloody revolution the rich had to yield, 
so that the poor had a voice in the affairs 
of state. This power has been organized 
by agitators and misused, creating the de- 
mand from the poor that all wealth be 
forcibly centralized and divided equally. 
Thus a brand of Communism has developed 
which is a far cry from the type and spirit 
of New Testament times. Modern Com- 
munism is based upon selfishness and force. 
The disciples in the church of the New 
Testament were governed by the spirit of 
Acts 4: 32, when “neither said any of them 
that ought of the things which he possessed 
was his own.” 

And how did they come to believe and 
act that way? Why, the Holy Spirit came 
into.their hearts and lives. So it will be 
with any —rich or poor — who open their 
hearts and minds to the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit. He will regard all men as 
his brothers; he will realize he is his 
brother’s keeper ; he will look upon his pos- 
sessions whether financial, industrial, or 
political, as a stewardship to be adminis- 
tered for the glory of God. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for July 19) 


1. “Great grace was upon them all’ (Acts 
4: 33). 

2. He may of some, but not all. He asks 
us to yield ourselves. to him, with all our 
being and possessions. If we do that, the 
Spirit will lead us in regard to our posses- 
sions. 


3. Grace and power (Acts 4: 33). 


4. They “were of one heart and soul: 
neither said any of them that ought of the 
things which he possessed was his own’ (Acts 
4: 32). 

5. Nothing, except that the spirit of love 
manifested among Christians will also find 
expression toward the lost. The passages do 
indicate that the church’s work is to witness 
to the death and resurrection of Christ that 
men may be saved. 


6. There is only one Gospel, the message 
of salvation by grace through faith in a cru- 
cified and a risen Saviour. There is no way 
to transform society except through the new 
birth in individual members of society. 


7. They had real brotherhood because of 
the miracle of the new birth and the filling 


with the Spirit, uniting them to Christ and 
making them one body. 
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8. The earnest exhortation and teaching of 
Paul indicates that Christians need to be in- 
structed in this matter.. They may even 
abound in other graces and not abound in 
this grace of giving. 

9. All that a Christian does, he is to do 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, and through 
the grace of God. To give money as unto the 
Lord, it must be done in the Spirit; and giv- 
ing is as definitely a grace as preaching or 
doing anything else for Christ. 

10. Money should be given first of all to 
do the primary thing, that is, to take the 
Gospel to every creature. Foreign missions, 
therefore, should be put first in the budget 
of the church, and of the individual Chris- 
tian; and in doing this we not only carry 
out Christ’s Commission, but we reach the 
largest number of the poor in the most effec- 
tive way. 

ve 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





Make dolls to represent the seven dea- 
cons, each with his name on it. Put out 
white cards, for each child, to represent a 
cup. 











ODAY we find our twelve apostles 

doing something different. All the be- 
lievers put their things together and each 
used what he needed. Just as if in our 
Sunday school class, Mary would say to 
me, “We have sacks of potatoes, and I'll 
bring a sack of them to church.” John 
would say, “My father just butchered, and 
I'll bring meat.” Somebody else would 
bring fruit, and somebody, bread. We would 
all bring what we had and put it together, 
and then share it, each eating what he 
needs. 

That’s the way the early Christian 
Church was doing. But some people weren’t 
happy about it, for they said some of them 
were getting more than others, some were 
being neglected. 

So the twelve apostles told them to choose 
seven men, honest and wise, and Spirit- 
filled, to look after this business, and see 
that every one got his share. So the peo- 
ple chose seven men, and here they are, 
and they called them deacons. They each 
have a name, printed on them, but they 
are hard names to remember, — all but two, 
and I want you to know them. One’s 
name was Stephen (next week we'll hear 
more about him), and the other was 
Philip. 

Now, we don’t put all our things together 
the way these early Christians did, but God 
wants us to share our things. If we have 
more food or more clothing than we need, 
the Christian thing to do is to share it 
with some one who-has not enough. 

Even very little boys and girls can do 
this. Perhaps some child at school has no 
lunch, or not enough to eat, and I’m sure 
your mother would put in an extra sand- 
wich for him, if you tell her. Some of you 
have beautiful yards to play in, and did 
you ever think of asking some children who 
have no yard, to come and play with you? 
Let us share our things for Christ’s sake. 

And we're going to try to learn our 
Memory Verse. It’s long and hard, but 
we'll do. our best. Then we'll print just 
one word on our card, which is made in 
the shape of- a cup, for Christ said we 
would have a reward if we gave only a cup 
of cold water to a person in His Name. 
We'll print the word “Inasmuch.” 


Mopssto, Cat. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Unifagm Sunday School 

Lesson, issued by the International Sunday 

School Lesson Committee. 
July 13 to 19 

Mon.—Acts 4: 32-37. Christian Brotherhood. 

Prayer Succestions: “Son of Consola- 
tion.” God bless our Barnabases and 
Gaiuses, They are brethren born for ad- 
versity. They are sons of encouragement 
to the Church of God. Through such men 
God carries on his work in a multitude of 
holy enterprises. The bonds of this sort of 
Christian brotherhood are made in Heaven. 
Pray for The Evangelical Prayer Union, 
440 North Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Tues.—2 Corinthians 8 : 1-9. } 

The Grace of Liberality. 

Prayer SucGESTIoNS: “The grace of God 
. .. on the churches of Macedonia.” The 
grace of faith and love inspires liberality, 
It makes one restless to relieve the dis- 
tressed. The Christians of Macedonia in- 
fluenced by the love and faith of the Son 
of God ministered to the wants of the poor 
Christians at Jerusalem out of their very 
necessities. Love never counts costs. “The 
liberal deviseth liberal things; and by lib- 
eral things shall he stand” (Isa. 32:8). 
Pray for the World’s Christian Funda- 
mentals Association, 558 S. Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, Cal. 


Wed.—Proverbs 11 : 24-28. The Liberal Soul. 
Prayer Succestions: “The liberal soul 
shall be made fat.” Liberality lightens the 
pocketbook; but it always adds weight to 
the soul. Liberal Christians are spiritual 
giants. Soul-prosperity attends self-denial. 
The costliest Christian life is the richest 
and most fruitful. God is a great paymas- 
ter. The bank of Heaven pays the highest 
interest in the world. Invest in the bank 
of faith, Pray for the Pocket Testament 
League, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


Thurs.—Romans 15: 1-7. Mutual Helpfulness. 

Prayer Suacestions: “According to 
Christ Jesus” is the rule for thoughts, con- 
versations, friendships, ministrations, and 
relationships. Let your head, heart, hands, 
and feet be “according” to the Lord. Un- 
less folks can see your life pictured in the 
Bible they will not be attracted to the 
Christ of your testimony. If there is mutual 
likeness there will be mutual helpfulness. 
“He went about doing good.” The active 
grace of the love of Christ inspires the 
spirit of Christian service. Pray for the 
Hak-ka Mission, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 


Fri.—Deuteronomy 15:7, 8 The Open Hand. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt not 
harden thine heart, nor shut thine hand.” 
The relationship between heart and hand 
is intimate. Pharaoh had a hard heart, 
and a closed hand. Israel remembered well 
“the wormwood and the gall.” God drew 
from their bitter past a lesson for present 
service. If the heart be hard the hand will 
be unkind. A heart filled with the love 
of Christ will have hands full of compas- 
sionate service. Pray for the New Testa- 
ment Missionary Union, 1636 Semple Ave- 
nue, St. Louts, Mo. 
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Sat.—Colossians 3: 12-17. The Open Heart. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Love opens the 
heart Godward and manward. It is grate- 
ful to God, and compassionate toward men. 
Every heart that is opened by the Lord 
will be opened for the Lord. It will be 
like a spring of living water that must 
find an outlet somewhere to bless others 
everywhere. The opened heart on the cross 
calls for open hearts at the crossroads of 
life. Pray for the Hunan Bible Institute, 
Changsha, China. American address, 558 
S. Hope Street, Los Angeles, Cal. 


Sun.—Psalm 112: 5-10. The Generous Man. 

Prayer SuGcestions: “A good man 
sheweth favour.” The favored should show 
favors. “Dead Sea Christians” receive the 
grace of God in vain. It never will be 
more blessed to get than to give. As flowers 
give their blooms and get more by their 
generosity; so the Christian finds pros- 
perity through generosity. “There was a 
man, he wasn’t mad; the more he gave, the 
more he had” (Bunyan). The Christian’s 
purse is commonly the pulse of his spiritual 
life. Pray for the Evangelical Union of 
South America, 135 Isabella Street, To- 
ronto, Can. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











July 26. The Good and Bad in Our Com- 
munities. Psa. 125 : 1-5. 


Sunday, July 19 


The Divine Voice in Nature 
(Psa. 19: 1-6) 





Mon.—Nature and God’s greatness (Psa. 
97 : I-12). 


Tues.—How nature speaks of God (Acts 
14 : 15-17). 
Wed.—God revealed in nature (Rom. 1: 


18-23). 
Thurs.—Listening to nature (Matt. 13 : 31- 


33). 

Fri.—Nature and God’s wisdom (Psa. 139: 
1-18). 

Sat.—Thoughts aroused by nature (Psa. 
8 : 1-9). 











OUBTLESS at some time or other, 

your mother has made for you some 
good looking article of clothing of which 
you have been very proud. Or, perhaps 
your father has made for you a fine tool 
chest, or some other useful article. Did 
you think of such a thing as your mother 
or your father? It is absurd even to sug- 
gest such a thought, isn’t it? A gift such 
as this shows us the love of our mother 
or father. They may display his or her 
skill. When we look at it, it may remind 
us very effectively of either Mother or 
Father, but we would not think of saying 
of such a gift, “Here is a part of Mother,” 
or “My father is in this chest.” 

Yet there is a very ancient conception 
of God which is being subtly injected 
into much that we read or hear today, 
that is a very similar kind of absurdity. 
It is dressed up in new and beautiful lan- 
guage, but it is the old, old conception of 
God that men have called pantheism for 
hundreds of years. 














Lesson for July 19 


We are told that God is in this beautiful 
tree. God is in this beautiful sunset, or 
that lovely flower. And if we hearken to 
such voices it is not difficult to be led on 
into a worship of nature, which is of 
course idolatry, for it is putting something 
other than God in his rightful place. 

Nature is not God. The trees and the 
flowers and the beauties of nature that we 
see all about us are God’s handiwork. 
They should remind us of him, but they 
are no more God than the beautiful knitted 
scarf which our mother has made can be 
our mother. 

. 

But while we need to be on our guard 
against thinking of God’s creation and his 
creatures as God, nevertheless, there is 
much that we can see and hear in nature 
that speaks to us about God and shows 
us, in a measure, what he is like. The 
Psalmist of old understood this when he 
said, “The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, 
and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 
There is no speech nor language, where 
their voice is not heard” (Psa. 19: 1-3). 

The marvels of a sunset, and the ex- 
quisite loveliness of a flower speak to us 
of God’s beauty, and point to the One 
that is the “fairest of ten thousand.” The 
flashing lightning, the crashing thunder, 
and the mighty forces of the storm speak 
to us of God’s power and majesty. The 
warm spring sunshine and the soft dew 
point to his gentleness. “He shall come 
down like rain upon the mown grass: as 
showers that water the earth” (Psa. 72:6). 

When we peer with wonder through a 
microscope at the delicate intricacies of 
his created things, we marvel at his skill. 
As we study the interrelations between 
the plant world and the insect and animal 
kingdom, and see how one helps another, 
the perfect timing with which the different 
processes of life are designed, we cannot 
but be convinced of his marvelous thor- 
oughness. * 

As we learn of the provision made for 
the feeding and protection of the thousands 
upon .thousands of varieties of plant and 
animal life, we sense his infinite care. The 
definite laws that govern creation, from 
the tiniest, unseen living things to the 
giant redwood trees and on to the mam- 
moth suns that swing in their courses 
with a speed that staggers our imagina- 
tion, show us that the creator is a God 
of law and order and infinite wisdom. 


Yet with all of these voices of nature 
speaking to us, of God, we must recog- 
nize that nature’s voice is not perfect. As 
beautiful as this earth is in its present 
condition, it was once infinitely more 
beautiful. There are some things in nature 
today that utter jarring notes to the per- 
fect symphony that God created. Man in 
his fall in the Garden of Eden brought a 
curse upon a part: of the natural world, 
and we see in nature today suffering and 
disease, and one animal preying upon an- 
other, all of which was not part of God’s 
original plan. Paul tells us that “the 
whole creation groaneth and travaileth in 
pain together until now. And not only 
they, but ourselves also, which have the 
firstfruits of the Spirit, even‘ we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the 
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adoption, to wit, the redemption of our 
body” (Rom. 8: 22, 23). 

‘ This imperfection and discord in the 
voice of nature will not be forever. When 
the Lord Jesus comes to set up his mil- 
lennial kingdom upon this earth, just as 
we shall receive our transformed and glo- 
rified bodies, so the natural world will be 
restored. 

We read that “The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together; and 
a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young 
ones shall lie down together: and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. And the suck- 
ing child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put his hand 
on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: 
fur the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 





Quinta's New Testament 
A tive story 
By Clara B. Blair 


66“ YOME on,” shouted Juan. “There go 

some gringas. Let’s follow them.” 
And the boy went racing down the streets 
of Achacachi, Bolivia, in South America, 
shouting, “Come on, boys, gringas,’” which 
was a disrespectful name for missionaries. 
Soon a crowd of boys had gathered and 
were following the two young American 
missionaries who had come up from their 
station at Sorato, to give out tracts and 
portions of Scripture to the people of 
Achacachi, a few miles from Lake Titi- 
caca, 

Quietly the young women went on their 
way giving out tracts and portions of 
Scripture to those who would accept, and 
paying no attention to the rabble at their 
heels shouting, “Gringas! Devils with 
horns and tails!” Even when the boys 
threw the filth of the street upon them or 
attempted to snatch away their literature 
they gave no heed but went quietly on. 

At length, wearied with the day’s toil 
and feeling that they had done all they 
could do, they turned toward the house 
of the Corregidor, or head man of the vil- 
lage who would, they knew, give them 
shelter and protection for the night. See- 
ing this, the rabble scattered. 

Then suddenly they were accosted by a 
small boy who reached out his hand and 
said, “Please, Extrajieras [a respectful 
name for missionaries], may I have some 
of the papers?” Pleased to find a boy so 
eager they gave him tracts and a Spanish 
New Testament. Then they went on to 
the Corregidor’s house, and next day started 
on their journey down the rough mountain 
path to Sorato. 

Years passed by, years of toil and hard- 
ship, but full of work for thé Master. In 
the stress of life at the mission station the 
two young missionaries actually forgot the 
small boy of Achacachi who really wanted 
the things they were giving away. But 
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they did not forget Achacachi and its need 
of the Gospel and the opposition met there. 
One of the girls had married a missionary, 
and all three were deeply impressed with 
the feeling that a station should be estab- 
lished there, so up the mountain the three 
went to the forbidding little place, rented 
rooms and began preaching and teaching 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

One day there came to their door an 
unusually fine looking young Indian who 
addressed them in Spanish. 

“Missionaries,” he said, “I hear you have 
come here to stay and teach your religion. 
I live in a settlement on a little bay off 
Lake Titicaca, twelve miles from here. My 
people would like to know more of your 
religion, and we invite you to come and 
teach us.” 

Surprised, and thankful to find those 
eager to learn, the missionaries asked, 
“How did you know of our religion? Why 
do you wish to learn more?” 

“My little brother told us,” the youth re- 
plied. “Some years ago my little brother, 
Quinta, was here in Achacachi one day 
when some American missionaries were 
giving out literature. A crowd of rude 
boys followed them and called them names, 
even tried to snatch away their literature, 
and threw the dirt of the street upon them. 
Quinta resented it. He thought the boys 
were very rude. Anyway he wanted some 
of the literature, so he watched his chance 
and asked for it. They gave him tracts 
and a Spanish New Testament. He was 
always reading that Testament and telling 
the rest of us what he had read. 
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“He talked about it so much at school 
that the boys began to tease him and call 
him Evangelistas [one who receives the 
Gospel], and he really suffered at their 
hands. 

“At last our father decided to send him 
to a Catholic school in LaPaz, but there 
he would never confess to the priest. Soon 
he got sick, and our father -brought him 
home.” ‘ 

“And then what?” asked the mission- 
aries as the young man hesitated. 

“Then he grew weaker and weaker. He 
kept his Testament always with him and 
was always telling people that Christ died 
for his sins. When he was dying he told 
us not to weep for him, for in his Book 
it said there would be a resurrection. He 
died, and the end was peaceful and happy. 

“Now we would like to have you come 
and tell us mere about Quinta’s religion 
that made him so grave and made him die 
so happy.” 

The missionaries were greatly moved by 
the simple story and arranged as quickly as 
possible to establish a station on the little 
bay off Lake Titicaca. 

Today a church stands on Quinta’s 
father’s land and a goodly number gather 
there regularly to worship the One who 
shed his blood for their sins. Quinta’s 
brother is a valued Christian worker. He 
went to a Bible training school and has 
learned to translate the sweet Gospel songs 
into the difficult Indian language. His 
sister married a Christian worker, and the 
entire settlement has been changed. 
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With the New Books 


Oil Lamps Lifted. By Pearl Dorr Lang- 
ley. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth 
Ave., New York, $1.) So many books 
of verse are just poems, lilting and 
sweet, of course, but touching the heart 
of the dreamer only. Here, however, 
is something of practical value, for Mrs. 
Langley makes us see India, not only 
its bazaars, beggars, and banyan trees, 
its sad-eyed widows, and insatiate Swami 
Bull, but its insulting crows, brig- 
and ants, sinister scorpions, and oh, the 
Dhoby with his hundred alibis! Both 
versification and vocabulary are simple 
enough for everyday, unpoetic folk, each 
Indian word being fully explained in the 
footnotes, but there is also the added allure- 
ment of humorous characterization, along 
with that sympathetic understanding and 
affection which marks the true missionary 
of ripe experience. Nearly every one of 
the seventy-seven poems will be found ex- 
ceptionally useful to program makers in 
mission study groups, either Junior or 
Senior, but the list includes also a few 
exquisite devotional themes, of which the 
following couplet is a sample: 

But when you seek the pot of gold beneath 
the rainbow’s feet, 


You'll find it where God’s promises and 
human longing meet. 
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